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Summer 2008 Summary 

For 

 Southwest Lower Michigan 

 
By William Marino  

The long range forecast we issued for this summer called for equal chances (EC) 

for above, below, or near normal temperatures and precipitation. As it turned out the 

summer of 2008 was near normal in temperature, yet it was the coolest summer since the 

summer of 2004. Precipitation was well above normal even though August was very dry.  

The summer normals are found in Table 1 below.  What actually occurred at the sites 

listed in Table 1 is found in Table 2.  

 

Table 1.  Summer normals for selected locations in Southwest Michigan 

NORMALS  
  

 

   GRAND RAPIDS  MUSKEGON  LANSING  

 

TEMPERATURE : 

(June ï August) 

 

HIGH:    80.1°F   77.9°F   80.0°F  

 

LOW:     58.4°F   57.6°F   56.6°F 

 

MEAN:    69.3°F   67.8°F   68.3°F 

 

Days >= 90°F:      9.5      2.2     9.2 

 

PRECIPITATION : 

 (Total for  June ï August) 

  

    11.01"       8.67"    9.74ò 
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Table 2.  The table below shows the actual climate data for the summer of 2008 for 

selected locations in Southwest Michigan. 

 

Summer 2008 Data 
  

   GRAND RAPIDS  MUSKEGON  LANSING  

 

TEMPERATURE (AVE) : 

June ï August 

 

HIGH:     81.1°F  77.5°F   80.4°F  

Departure from Normal  +1.0°F   -0.4°F   +0.4°F 

 

LOW:     60.1°F   58.4°F   58.4°F 

Departure from Normal  +1.7°F   +0.8°F   +1.8°F 

 

MEAN:    70.6°F   67.9°F   69.4°F 

Departure from Normal  +1.3°F   +0.1°F   +1.1°F 

 

Days >= 90°F:         2       0         2 

 

PRECIPITATION (Totals) : 

June ï August            12.13"       9.01"                8.79ò  
Departure from Normal        1.12ò                           0.34ò              -0.95ò 
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To be considered normal, the mean area temperature has to be within nine tenths 

of a degree of the 1971 to 2000 mean (i.e., between 69.2 ° and 67.4°).  Using those 

criteria, six of the last ten summers were warmer than normal, two were cooler than 

normal (2000 and 2004) and two were near normal (2008 and 2003).      

 

 

Temperature Discussion: 
 

 The summer of 2008 was normal for temperature, yet still the coolest summer 

since 2004.  In fact, for Southwest Lower Michigan it was the 44
th
 coolest summer since 

records began in 1895.  The area average was 68.2° F (based on 36 long term climate 

stations in this region), which is 0.1° below the normal summer area mean temperature of 

68.3° (Fig. 1).  Looking back on the past ten years, only 2000 and 2004 were colder than 

this summer was.  Figure 2 shows that the area departure from normal goes along with 

the idea that the summer averaged close to normal (Fig. 1).   

 

 

 
 

Fig. 1 Grand Rapids CWA area average summer temperatures since the summer of 

1895 (the data for the 36 station average came from the Midwest Climate Center).   


